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SCALE  M3M0BANDUM  HO,  5 


We ighT3 earns;    Livestock  scales  should  "be  equipped  •'vifn  tr^pe  registering 
weigiibeams  ^ith  five-pound  minimum  sulDdivisions.    Wxiere  the  capacity 
of  the  "beams  is  20,000  pounds  or  less,  the  main  notches  should  represent 
100-pound  intervals  and  the  fractional  poise  should  have  a  capa.city  of 
95  pounds  suhdivided  into  five  pounds. 

Weighheam  Mounting;    The  weighheam  should  "be  carried  on  a  heara  stand 
and  pillar  outfit,  and  not  he  hung  from  a  top  piece  or  timher.    The  "beam 
shelf  should  he  rigid.    The  weighheaxa,  shelf,  pillars,  shelf  lever,  etc. 
should  he  rigidly  supported  on  a  concrete  slah  or  on  steel  heams  carried 
directlj'"  on  tiie  concrete  neck  walls  of  the  scale  pit.    ITo  part  of  the 
vreighheam  support  should  make  contact  with  the  huilding  or  scale  office, 
and  the  construction  shoxild  "be  such  tha.t  no  aiaount  of  hanging  or  pounding 
on  the  huilding  or  slamming  of  doors,  etc.  "dll  causo  any  vihration  or 
affect  the  "raighheam.    The  weighman's  desk  should  he  huilt  free  froia  the 
weighheam  shelf,  supports  or  other  scale  parts. 

Scale  House;    The  veighheajp.  said  ^^reighman  should  ho  housed  in  a  ^''oll  con- 
structed scale  house  or  office  provided  with  '"ell  arranged  window's  so 
that  the  i^'eig'hman  from  his  position  at  the  heai'i  ^»'ill  command  a,  vie^  of 
the  scale  platform  and  the  approaches  to  the  drive-on  and  drive-off  ends 
of  the  scale. 

The  weighman  should  he  placed  so  that  his  work  can  he  readily  ohserved 
hy  any  one  who  cares  to  "r^.tch  the  weighing,  hut  he  should  he  railed  or 
screened  off  so  that  there  ^Adll  he  no  interference  vrith  his  "'ork. 

Ample,  ivell  placed  lighting  is  essential  at  the  r'eighheam,  in  the  scale 
house,  and  phout  the  platform. 

Scale  Platform;    The  top  of  the  scale  platform  should  he  level  with  the 
top  of  the  pit  walls,  approaches,  BXixl  ground  outside.     It  should  he  roofed 
over  and  adequately  protected  from  weather.     Hamps  leading  to  eJid  from  the 
scale  should  he  avoided,  as  they  make  the  scale  sensitive  to  the  wind,  and 
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increase  the  difficulty    of  mo-^ing  test  xvei^^hts  on  tlie  scale  in  making 
tests. 

The  stock  rack  should  "be  firmly  and  securely ■  attached  to  and  constructed 
on  the  scale  platform  and  sho^ild  "be  corapletely  clear  of  the  pit  walls. 
It  should  not  "be  permitted  to  come  in  contact  with  any  structure,  fence, 
post  or  other  stationary  o'b.ject.    Ropes,  ^drcs,  chains,  springs  or  speak- 
ing tu"bes,  etc.  should  not  be  attached  to  the  stock  rack  and  at  the  same 
time  he  connected  or  fastened  to  any  stationary  object.    The  stock  rack 
and  scale  gates  snould  be  constructed  of  substantial  material  vrith  corner 
posts  at  least  4"  x  4",     The  stock  rack  should  be  adequately  and  securely 
braced  to  maintain  rigidity,  and  should  be  provided  with  a  board  six  or 
more  inches  high,  fitting  snugly  at  the  bottom  ^ith  the  scale  platform,  to 
prevent  dirt,  etc,  from  working  over  axid  getting  into  the  clearpjices  be- 
tween the  platform  and  the  pit  walls.     Gates  should  be  well  constracted 
and  hung  on  heavy  hinges  to  prevent  sagging.     ScaJe  gates  should  not  be 
permitted  to  drag,  on  pit  walls  or  pls.tforn  approaches. 

The  clearance  between  the  edges  of  the  scale  platform  end  the  inside  of 
the  surrounding  pit  should  be  even  and  about  one  inch  at  the  ends  and  three- 
fourths  inch  a.t  the  sides.     The  edges  of  the  scale  platform  should  slope 
down  inwards  away  from  the  pit  wall  so  that  any  object  forced  dorm  through 
the  top  of  the  crack  will  fall  free. 

Scale  Pit;    Tne  scale  should  be  installed  in  a  water  and  rat  proof  con- 
crete pit  at  least  six  feet  deep,  measured  from  the  floor  to  the  top  sur- 
face of  the  scale  platform. 

The  scale  levers  should  be  carried  on  solid  concrete  piers  or  foundations 
inte^rrated  with  the  floor  or  walls  of  the  pit. 

The  inside  walls  of  the  pit  should  drop  straight  to  the  floor  v^ithout  shelves 
or  ledges  on  which  dirt,  may  lodge  or  ra.ts  may  nest. 

The  construction  of  the  scale  pit  should  be  such  that  all  the  scale  parts 
can  be  readily  examined, 

Tne  floor  of  the  pit  should  slope  to  a  sump  from  which  any  water  getting 
into  tne  pit  will  drain  off  or  can  be  pumped  out  promptly. 

The  pit  should  be  provided  witn  an  extension  light  or  with  permanently  in- 
stalled lights  properly  placed. 

Ready  access  to  the  scale  pit  should  be  provided  by  a  stairway  or  iiatch 
leading  from  the  scale  office  into  neck  of  the  pit.     This  entrance ■ should 
be  where  it  can  be  seen  by  the  weighman  so  that  he  will  always  Icno"  when 
any  person  is  in  the  pit.     The  point  of  entrance  should  not  be  under  the 
feet  of  the  weighman.    Hatches  in  wooden  scale  decks  or  other  additional 
openings  may  be  provided  if  desired  to  facilitate  cleaning  the  pit. 
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Balance  Indicators;     The  use  of  a  good  iDalance  indicator  on  which  the  hal- 
ance  of  the  "beam  can  he  read,  is  reco.raEiended, 

Scale  Tickets  used  with  type  registerin;^  weighhesjns  should  conform  to  the 
provisions  of  section  201.49  of  the  reji^ulations  under  the  Packers  ?nd  Stock- 
yards Act* 


P.  W.  Miller,  Chief  ^ 
Packers  and  Stockyards  Division 
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